
ZAKONIT: legal vs. lawful 
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-difference-between-legal-and-lawful 

In brief: lawful and legal differ in that ‘lawful’ contemplates the substance of law [its content], 

whereas ‘legal’ alludes to the form of law [its form or appearance]. 

To say an act is “lawful” implies that it is authorized, sanctioned, or at any rate not forbidden, by law. 

The term lawful more clearly suggests an ethical content than does the word legal. 

Legal denotes compliance with technical or formal rules. 

To say that an act is “legal” implies that it is done or performed in accordance with the forms and 

usages of law, or in a technical manner. 

In this sense “illegal” approaches the meaning of “invalid.” 
 https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/licit 

Licit means permitted by law (stricter regulation of the sale of licit medications that can later be used 

in the home manufacture of illicit drugs) 

Antonyms for licit:illegal, illegitimate, illicit, lawless, unlawful, wrongful. 

Synonyms for licit: lawful, legal, legitimate. 

Some common synonyms of licit are lawful, legal, and legitimate. While all these words mean 

"being in accordance with law," licit applies to a strict conformity to the provisions of the law 

and applies especially to what is regulated by law (the licit use of drugs by doctors) 

The words lawful and licit can be used in similar contexts, but lawful may apply to 

conformity with law of any sort, such as natural, divine, common, or canon law (the lawful 

sovereign) 

 While in some cases nearly identical to licit, legal applies to what is sanctioned by law or in 

conformity with the law, especially as it is written or administered by the courts (legal 

residents of the state) 

Although the words legitimate and licit have much in common, legitimate may apply to a 

legal right or status but also, in extended use, to a right or status supported by tradition, 

custom, or accepted standards (a perfectly legitimate question about taxes) 
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